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The San Diego Business Journal

CEO of the Year Awards highlight the
achievements of executives across a
variety of categories and the lifetime
achievements of one standout CEO.
This year that honor goes to
Dexcom CEO Kevin Sayer.
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Dexcom CEOD Kovin Sayer accepting Lifetime Achievement Award at the San Diego Business Jourmal's
CEO of the Year Awards ceremony April 30, Phoio by Bob Hoffman

Revitalizing Local Culture with Three Theatre Overhauls

ARTS: Performing Arts Centers Boost Community Engagement, Revenue with Renovations

W By MADISON GEERING

SAN DIEGO - Theatres around San Di-
ego are breaking more than just the fourth
wall with prvotal renovation progects. Most
notably, the San Diego College of Continu-
ing Education Educational Cubtural Complex
Theatre (ECC), Civie Theatre and The Joan
and lrwin Jacobs Performing Aris Center
(The Joan) are undergoing magor changes
to adapt to the city’s changing performng
arts landscape

While San Diego has always housed a
strong theatre community, according o
Cvenet Theatre founder and Artistic Direc-

tor Seam Murray. these new projects are one
. H AP U (ol SDCCE's storied 275-seat theatre, ECC, is undergoing a $50 million renovation project,

component of the atyv’s broader I il-
I‘I ml[ I'Ll” ahaj) 1" e aity's broader push for cu intended to expand performing arts opportunities for the community and boost revenue,
uritl revitalization ;
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An El Cajon industfal building was
desighied by Ware Maicomb for GKN
Asrospace with a nod to the nearby
Glllespée Field and elemenis that make note
of GKN's aviation business. Prown sy ot
Wisre flaitont

iPark Design Honors
Gillespie Field Past

ARCHITECTURE: Ware Malcomb
Gives Building Aviation Theme

W By RAY HUARD

EL CAJON
manifacturme k
Mualcomb, has o
o set it apart from conventional warehouse
buldings

The 80,000 sqquare-fool Gillespie Field iPark
14 the larges industrial progect to be built m El
Cajon, according to Ware Malcomb

Bt for GKN Aerospace by Chesnut Prop-
erties, based in Del Mur, the structure has

A newly finished El Cajon
Iding, designed by Ware

.Ut.!] clements meant
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A QuidelOrtho lab ischnician holds up
a patient's sample vial. QuideiOrtho is a
global prO'flﬂl“ of health care dli!l]ﬂﬂs“c
products. f

QUidelOrtho Sees
Bright Spots in QI

BIOTECH: Labs Biz Up as
COVID Testing Winds Down

W By ELI WALSH

SAN DIEGO) - Shares of infectious dis-
case diagnostic company QuidelOrtho (Nas-
dayg U”l L IlJI..pﬁi more thamn 406 folkow-

mg the company's announcement ol os firs

quaner linancusl results,

QuadelOrtho closed the quarter with 3693
mullion in revenue, a shght dip from the §711
mullion the company brought in durng the
same quarter a year paor. However, the bulk
of that revenue decling was driven by con-
tinued dechines in demand for COVID-19

b ( dyicde [Crtho pape 64
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San Diego Engineering Co.
Expands into Midwest

REAL ESTATE: V&K Acquisition Positions
Kleinfelder in New Market

= By RAY HUARD

SAN DIEGO - The Kieinfelder Group, a San Diego engi-
peering, design, and construction management company, has
expanded into the Midwest through the acquisition of Veenstra
& Kimm, based in Des Moines

"V&K (Veenstra & Kimm) has a strong presence in the Mid-
west, and we view them as o strong platform to build upon,” said
Louis Armstrong, CEQ and president of The Kleinfelder Group

“Establishing Kleinfelder’s presence in the Midwest is an excit-
ing new chapler for us” Armstrong said. “Given V&K'S strong
reputation and brand recognitions in the Midwest, they will con-
tinue to operate under their own name, cobranded as Veenstra
& Kmmm, A Klemfelder Company,”

V&K “will continue to operate largely as they have, maintain-
ing thewr strong client relationships while building new ones under
the combined Kleinfelder platform,” Armstrong said,

Founded in 1961, Veenstra & Kimm [ocuses on transporta-
tion, water resource, and land and site planning

The company has about 200 cmploy-
ey in nine offices in lowa, llinois, and
Missour, which will reman in place and
function as Klemfelder's newly created
Midwest Division

The division will be led by Steve
Thempsen CEC and board chairman
of Veenstra & Kim

Deliberate Strategy

“For V&K this transaction feels like a
natural evolution, as our organizational
cultures and strategic visions ane remark-
ably aligned.” Thompson said. “We are
euger 1o gain necess to Klenlelder's broader resources and ca-
pabilities that will enhance our ability to serve our clients” evoly-
ing needs.™

Hendguartered at the edge of the Gaslamp Quarier downtown,
with satelhie offices in Kearny Mesi, the company was founded
in 1961 by Jim Kleinfelder in S1ockion,

It has grown to have more than 3,300 employees in 110 loca-
tions in the US,, Canada and Australia with a stafl’ of about 200
in San Diego, acconding 10 Armstrong.

Klemfelder’s acguisition of Veenstra & Kimm s its seventh
acqumsition or merger since 2019,

They included Advantage Engincers in 2019, Garcia and As-
sociates, Poggemever Design Group and Gas Transmission Sys-
tems n 2020, Century Engincering in 2021 and Doucet & Asso-
cinfes in 2023

“Klanfelder's steady growth s part of a deliberate strategy 1o
strengthen our position in key markets, expand technical capa-
litses, and better serve our clienls nationwide,” Armstrong said

Although hintmg that more acgusitions are likely, Armstrong
dechned to set a goal for the company'’s growth.

““Size is not a pnmary concern in Kleinfelder's long-term strat-
egy,” Armsirong sud, adding that “Klanfelder focuses on cul-
tural and strategic fits, like VEK.”

In San Diego County, Kleinfelder has worked on the San Di-
g0 International Adrport Terminal | project, the retrofit of the
100-vemr-old George Street Bridge m Hillerest. the mud-coust trol-
ley expansion from Santa Fe Depot to University City

The firm also worked on the Miramar Water Treatment
Plant, the Lakeside Valve Program, and repairing large pipe-
lines throughout San Diego.®

Louis Armsirong
CEO & President
The Kieintelder Group

The Kleinfelder Group
FOUNDED: 1061

BUSINESS: oigirienring, design, condruction managenen. construclion
maderial inspection and testing. and environmental services
EMPLOYEES: 3 300

WERSITE: s baiaincon

NOTABLE: The Kleinbelder Group opecates from more than 110 offices m the
U.5., Canada and Australia

Wormers Propertles and R&V Iumncmonl broke ground in April on the 156-unit Hope Apartmenis in Carisbad Village.

Rendaring courtesy of Wermars

Market Rate Housing Coming to Carlsbad Village
REAL ESTATE: Wermers [nvesting in *Long-Term Viability’ of City with Fourth Project

WBy RAY HUARD

CARLSBAD - Wermers ies, based in University
City, and R&Y Management, based in UTC, are building
a market-rate apartment project in the heart of Carlshad
Village that will have 156 apartments

“We love the Village of Carlshad.” sad Austin Wermers,
principal of Wermers Properties, which is part of Wermers
Companies,

Wermers said that Hope Apartments 1s named for its lo-
cation on Hope Avenue, between Carlshad Village Drive
and Grand Avenue.

The project will have a mix of one-bedroom, two-bed-
room and three-bedroom apartments, including 20 apart-
menis for low-income tenants, according to Wermers.

“We're exated to break ground on Hope Apartments, a
project that not only brings much-needed housing 1o Carls-

bad but also invests in the long-term vitality of the Village™

Wermers said.

Like some of Wermers Propertics other projects, Wer-
mers said that Hope Apartments is designed with a Cali-
fornia contemporary feel, “reflecting the character and vi-
brancy of Carlsbad Village while aligning with the Village
and Bano Master plan.”

“California contemporary design is uboul crealing mvit-
ing spaces that balance modern sophistication with casunl
comfort, making it ideal for both entertaining guests and
enjoying everyday life,” Wermers said

With Architects Orange, bascd in Orange, as the anchi-
tect, Hope Apartments was designed with a palette of met-
al wood and tike, meant to reflect “the relaxed elegance of
Carlshad’s coastal lifestyle,” according to the architect

The four-story, 201,61 |-square-foot unlding has a tow-
er-fike segment at one comer with a cantilevered roof,

Portions of the building are recessed {o break up the mass
of the building and the exterior fagade is a mix of different
shades of gray, from dark charcoal to a light gray.

Averaging X0 square feet. all of the apartments will have
bailcomies or patios.

“We feed that people need a personal outdoor space,” Wer-
miers said

With construction set to be finished in 2028, “The renis
are not set because we are a few vears out,” Wermers saud.

As part of the progect, Wermers Properties is widening
sadewalks near the property, adding street trees as part of the
landscaping. pedestrian-scale lighting and ADA (Amencans
with Disability Act) ramps aimed at “fostering greater walk-
ability and connectivity for the community,” Wermers said

Buiit on Former Hotel Site

The project will have 272 parking spaces mn a be-
low-ground garage

Amenities will include a resort style pool and hot tub, bar-
becue and fire pits areas, a 4,200-square-foot clubhouse, a
1 B0-sguare-foot rool deck, coworking spaces, a gym, pet
spa, and surl garage to store and repair surf boards, elec-
tric vehicle charging stations, storage and a bike calé with
# tool bench,

“Including a bike cafe and tool bench among the amenities
is & strategic move to cater (o the growing demographic of
cyclists and environmentally conscious individuals™ Wer-
mers suid “This approach not oaly enhances the appeal of
a location for cyclists but also promotes a culture of sus-
tainability and health.”

The 2 95-acre site had been home 1o an agng Metel 6 ho-
tel and three single-family homes, which were demolished.

Wermers acquired the former hotel and single-family
homes in 201% and 2020,

The new project is next to the Lofts. o four-story apari-
ment building with 106 apartments and ground-floor netail
that Wermer's Properties built in 2021,

Wermenrs saxd that replacing the old buildings with Hope

“cleaned up the corner next Lo our Carlshad Lofls project

next door.”

Wermers Properties has several other projects in North
County, including Sunshine Gurdens, built on the 3 4-acre
site of a former nursery in Encinitas

fermers and R&YV Management is also building a 259
umit market-rate apartment project m Cardshad, Aviara West
Apartments at 1203 Aviara Parkway, and the 70-unit Avi-
ara East, an affordable apartment complex at 1380 Laure]
Tree Lanc.®

Wermers Companies

MOTABLE: Wermers Companies has boitt handreds of projects and
tens of thousands of units cragtng billions of dollars in value across
e Western Unated States




